ARCHAEOLOGICAL RECONNAISSANCE REPORT
(Detail) '

[Continuation sheet]

/5. General Environmental Description =-- continued

Jthe Summit Valley area receives considerable precipitation primarily
tin the form of winter snows. Nearby Soda Springs-Norden records an
annual average of 34 feet, about 86 per cent of the total precipitation.
Seasonal falls vary between 13 and 65 feet (g. 25). MNeedless to say,
|winter in this section of the Sierra is long and severe, while the
summer season (3 to 5 months) is moderate with occasional afternoen thunder

3 storms.

3EOLOGY: The basement rocks of the region are primarily massive granitic
and metamorphic rock of the Sierra Nevada block. The higher peaks in the
vicinity, such as Castle and Lincoln, are composed of Tertiary volcanics

| such as basalt, andesite, andestic tuff and rhyolitic tuff (g. 5, 15).
Lake Van Norden-Summit Valley lies in a depression filled with some 30
feet of Quaternary glacial materials and alluvium made up mostly of
granitic debris. Granitic erratics, up to 20 feet across, can be observed
along the valley margin (g. 15). The last major glaciation to pass over
Summit Valley was probably the Tioga advance, the terminal Pleistocene

' event in the northern Sierra, which ended about 10,000 years ago. However,
'minor glaciation(s) of the so-called Little Ice Age ended the postglacial
foptimum between 3,000 and 4,000 years ago, but the direct effect of this
ice appears to have been limited to nearby higher peaks (g. 4).

-

—

FLORA AND FUANA: The Lake Van Norden project area is within the Canadian
Zone. Vegetation along the upland margins of the valley is dominated by
thick stands of coniferous forest primarily of lodgepole pine (Pinus
murrayana). White (Abies concolor) and red (Abies magnifica) fir 1is also
present on the nearby timbered slope. The valley floor is that of a damp
meadow of various grasses, herbs, and willow thickets. Animal life is
characterized by creatures which either hibernate or migrate in response
to seasonal conditions. Aside from numerous wild birds, mammals include
mule deer (Odocoileus hemionous) black bear (Urus americanus) and Coyote
(Canis latrans), as well as a number of rodents and other small forms.
The areaSs streams contain trout (g.25).

PECENT ALTERATIONS: The primary modification of the locality examined

has been the inundation of the western area of Surmit Valley by Lake Van
Norden, a reservoir constructed some 70 years ago. Additional alterations
include the Soda Springs-Sugar Bowl road (old trans-Sierra highway) which
runs along the north shore of the lake. Campground and picnic areas have
been constructed along this roadway. Clearing and unimproved access roads
for major powerlines pass along the south shore of the lake.
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9.
d. Comments:
Considering size, complexity of surface features, and in
oarticular possible subsurface remains, the prehistoric sites which

appear to have the greatest poFentigl fgr scientific inquiry are
PGSE-LVN 1, 2, 5, and 6. Prehistoric sites PG&E-LVN 12, 14, and

15 appear to have a moderate to hlgh possiblity of yeilding some
information; while perhistoric §1§es PG&E—pVN 3,4,9,10,13 and 16 seem
to have minor potential of providing additional data.

e. Recommendations:

and/or portions there of, not presently effected for future study and at
a time when more sophisticated research problems and techniques are
developed. Disadvantage of such an approach would be those sites now
on the shore would continue to be subject to erosion and clandestine

collecting.

ALTERNATIVE II. Scientific excavation and analysis of the more significant
sites, i.e. PG&E-LVN- 1,2,5,6, 12,14, and 15, should be conducted.
Advantage of this approach would be the immediate "rescue" of the ar-
chaeological data involved and the expansion of knowledge for this poorly
known region. Disadvantage would be the loss of data in areas not sam-
pled, time limits imposed, and cost.

ALTERNATIVC III. No action be taken and construction proceed as

planned. Additional destruction without adequate scientific investigation
would lead to significant loss of cultural values and is definitely not
recommended.

ALTERNATIVE IV. Protect erodible portions of sites 1, 5, 6, 12 and perhaps 2 from
future beach erosion by placing a layer of riprap to preserve the sites for future
study, and allow a 1-2 foot increase above elevation 6772.7. Recommend periodic
future suryeillance in order to evaluate the adequacy of protection provided by

riprap.

There also remains the possibility that clearing and earth moving in the
borrow areas might expose subsurface eyidence not observed in the present recon-
naissance. Some provision for emergency salvage should be made.
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Results
a. Cultura

1 Resources Recorded

- Number Type
? PG&E-LVN-11 Historic
Lytton House (?) PG&E-LVN-12 Prehistoric
PG&E-LVN-13 Prehistoric
PG&E-LVN-14 Prehistoric
PG&E-LVN-15 Prehistoric
PG&E-LVN-16 Prehistoric

d. Comments:

and maintenance of stone tools at the sites, (3) heavy
§?2§§:§t§§3 flake scrapers of basglt, (4) large basa}t projectile
points (atlatl dart tips) suggesting largg game hunting, and (5)
shallow bedrock mortar pits and metate §11cks, often placed in
natural depressions, indicating processing of seed crops. The two
sites found in the low sensitivity zone, do not fit into this pattern,
they lack bedrock milling features and have very sparse lithic scatters.
In fact, finished artifacts occured in almost equal number to the waste

flakes at the two sites.

The archaeological pattern expressed at Van Norden generally
conforms to the model proposed by Heizer and Elsasser (g. 13, 7c) for
the Martis Complex. Site configuration and location does suggest
interest in exploiting seed crops and hunting activities. The only site
on which Kings Beach Complex artifacts were observed (PG&E-LVN-6) is
located directly on the bank of the South Yuba River. This again is
in agreement with the Heizer and Elsasser proposal that these latter
people's economic emphasis was fishing, thus settlements on stream
courses. However, it must also be noted this site also contains con-
siderable Martis material. It is not known how much effect differential
collecting of brightly colored projectile points and debitage character-
istic of the Kings Beach assemblage has altered the sample observed
here. Subsurface exploration would be necessary to test the valitity of
the foregoing observation.

Likewise, the apparent greater number and extent of the Martis
Complex settlements compared to Kings Beach at Van Norden, as elsewhere
in this region, needs explanation. 1Is this due to a very long duration
of the cultural pattern, or was the Martis population larger? If larger,
was this in response to more favorable climatic conditions (5; 7¢) or
some other environmental or cultural factor(s)?

Significance of the four historic Euro-American sites encountered
has not been determined, The expertise of a professional historian, and
possibly local informants, might shed some light on the use and indivi-
duals associated with the features. No doubt these sites were associated
Yith local exploitive activities such as summer livestock grazing and
qumbering, Or with the Trans-Sierra transportation route visa Donner
Summit (7d). Archaeological excavation and analysis of PG&E-LVN-8,9, 6,

:?gnll might provide some clue to their former use and period of occupa-



OBSERVATIONAL EXPECTATIONS - continuation

c. Prehistoric Complexes: - continued

Various colored cherts, jaspers, and obsidian being used as
industrial material (g. 13). The Martis Complex is thought to
have existed between 2000 BC and AD 600 (g. 9) perhaps much
earlier, i.e. 5000 BC (g. 10), while the Kings Beach Complex is
assigned to a period between AD 1000 and AD 1850. Actual sequence
of perhistoric cultures probably is more complex than the fore-
going typologically derived temporal scheme indicates (g. 10, 19, 21).

The two cultural-temporal expressions as proposed by Heizer
and Elsasser (g. 13) were thought to exhibit differing economic
enphasis. Site locations of the two cultures were seen as being
mutually exclusive, Martis sites being situated with reference to
seed gathering and good hunting. In contrast Kings Beach sites
were located near fishing spots. Subsequent investigations in the
central Sierra Nevada have suggested that such an economic shift
may not be demonstratable (g. 19,21), Problems of survival imposed
by the Sierran environment may well have been solved by the two
peoples in very similar ways. This aspect of the regions pre-
history is in need of additional investigation.

No evidence of human presence prior to 9,000 years ago due to
Alpine glacial conditio s (see 5). On the other hand, post-glacial
climatic fluctuations may well have had dramatic effect on both
the region's seasonal use and population density.



Looking across reservoir to borrow
area from dam.

S

Indian grinding stone holes along south
side of reservoir.

NEW LAKE VAN NORDEN DAM, NO. 97-129
JFChaimson 7/6/76



USDA-FOREST SERVICE FS No. 05-

CALIFORNIA REGION

ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITE SURVEY RECORD

1. Site 2. Map U.S.G.S. Soda Springs,Calif
PG&E - LVN-1 Teo o 2955, (rav, 1973)

3. County SW L/4 of SW 1/4. . Sec, 23

Nevada & Placer 4. Township 17N Range 14FE NW% of Nw % Section 2g

5. UTM Grid or Long &Lat. N4, 354, 900m/E 726, 600m

6. Location Site occupies a low rocky point that extends northeast-
ward into Lake Van Norden from the southwest corner (west shore).
360 meters (1200') south of the dam and 150 meters (500') east

7. Contour Elevation 8. Previous site designation Claytor's Site 36 Lake Van
6760 - 6775 Morden, West Shore
9. Owner Pacific Gas and Electric 10. Address 77 Beale Street
Company San Francisco, CA, 94106

11. Present tenant Same as above

12. Description of site Large prehistoric habitation site with bedrock mor-

tars and cupule petroglyphs. Site is characterized by lithic scattg

and discolored soil (midden).

13. Area 600 x 300' + 14. Depth Probably ranges between
(180m x 90m) 15cm (6") to 60cm (24")

15. Vegetation Lodgepole pine and manzanita type shrubs, meadow grasses

along east shore below seasonal inundation zone,

16. Nearest water Spring on eastern 17. Soil of site Dark grey to black

margin reported by Claytor sandy anthropic soil (midden)

18. Surrounding soil type Light brown sandy loam (glacial till).

19. Previous excavation No evidence of previous excavation. Claytor (1973:
46) reports "the site has been visited on many occasions by

20. Cultivation-logging Site has been partially inundated by Lake Van Norden
(reservoir). No other economic use observed.

21. Buildings, roads, etc. Power lines pass over west end of site area. No
ther improvements are present on site,

22. Erosion Wave actior] 23. Possibility of destruction Proposed increase on lake
on shoreline, elevation will cause additional erosion

24, Features (burials, house pits, etc.) Seven features were noted on the site:

| Feature l-Four bedrock mortars in granitic boulder (3.2 x 2.5 x 1

25. Artifacts Basket flakes scattered over surface and concentrated in

beach wash. No colored S.02 flakes observed, possibly the function
differential collection by pot-hunters, Artifacts observed during

26. Remarks TYpPe 1lb, 3a, 4b, and 5c Martis points and dominant use of
basalt for both finished artifacts and debitage suggest a Martis

, pur : . ; ] :
27. Published references Claytor, M.P. 1973 An Archaeological Survey of the
Bear Valley Locality, Placer and Nevada Counties, California.

28, Shetch map See attached 29. Photos Yes, see attached.

30. Recorded by Louis A. Payen 31. Date July 1976

32. Continuation Sheet Yes %) No ©

5-2700--31
ss, 6/72
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mortar pits on a large granitic boulder which measures

3 x 2.2 x 0.9 meters. The piLte. are 15 om, dia. % 7.5

Heen . 142 3.5, 185 % Dy 9% 2:5,-12+5 % 6.5 and 15 «

7.5 em. Feature 5- A single shallow bedrock mortar on

top of a granitic boulder 2.2 x 1.7 x 0.6 meters. The

hole measures 14 cm dia. x 2.5 cm deep. Feature 6-

Small cluster of eight cupules or pitted type petro-

glyphs on top of rounded granitic boulder. These small

cup-shaped pits range from 3 to 5.5 cm in diameter and

0.5 to 1.8 deep. Feature 7- Two bedrock mortars and

cupule type petroglyphs on a granitic boulder measures

Bux-2 a8 . 5L meEers:, The bedrock mortar holes were

placed in natural depressions on the rock surface and

are 10 cm dia. x 4 cm deep and 15 x 5 cm. Along one

edge of the boulder are eight cupules forming a rough

line or series. These small cup-shaped pits range from

2 to 5 cm in diameter and 0.3 to 1.6 cm deep. The carve

surface of the pits show less "patination" than the

natural surface of the boulder or the interior surface

of the bedrock mortar holes. (see 26).

survey include heavy precussion flaked bifaces (4),

projectile points (5) and a drill. All are of basalt.

Rhyolite metate fragment observed in the vicinity of

J Feature 1., Claytor (1973:46) reports two granite manos

Date July 1976

r

Louis A, Payen
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of the road from Soda Springs to Ice Lakes. Landform is

an outcropping of rhyolite tuff on which are scattered

numerous granitic glacial erratic boulders of various

sizes.

occurs in open areas and around loci of features. Darkeslt

concentrations show greatest abundance of debitage

(stone chipping waste). Some organic additions may also

be due to forest litter.

artifact collectors and small piles of discarded chip-

page debris indicate their activities". The tack ‘of

colored silicate and obsidian flakes on surface also

suggests/indicates selective collection of debitage as

well as artifacts (LAP) .

meter). Cupshaped pits measure 14 cm diameter, 6 cm

deep, 14 x 6.5, 15 x 7.5, and 13 x 4.5 cm. Feature 2-

Boulder grinding slick (metate) on top of a granitic

erratic 4 x 3.2 x 1.4 meters. Polished grinding area

is over an uneven surface area approximately 50 x 50 cm.

One slight depression within grinding surface may be

pit used for pounding. Feature 3- Two bedrock mortars

formed in natural crevis or "y" shaped cleft on top of

rough granitic erratic. Boulder measures 1.7 % 1.2 x

]

0.4 meters. The oval pits are 10-13 cm dia, x 7.°¢

« 2 CIMM

deep and 13-7,.5 x 4 cm. Feature 4- Six well developed

led by

louis A, Payen July 197¢

Date

—
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Sacramento (see pp. 46-47, 55)

ltem No. CONTINUATION
__25. and forty-three projectile points.
26. recorded in Claytor's (1973:46) survey of the upper
Yuba River region. Cupule type petroglyphs are also
2 indicative of an important activity center where magicort
i religious ritual was carried on. (cf. Payen 1966).
s Unpublished M.A. Thesis - California State University,




ARCHAEOLOGICAL PHOTOGRAPHIC RECORD

ARl REQAK® lpentan Hoarnatiatp FILW DAY ] TUNG | PAGE NO. g
76 TRI-X 55 mm £ 1.8 SPEED: 400 1
Mo, Day Timq]«ff,«' SUBJECT SITE NO. ﬁa;
7 (24104} Distant view of west shore 05 - LVN-1 ﬁ
7124|100 View of west shore 05 - LVN-1 o
71{24]10] y Bedrock mortars (Feature 1) 05 - LVN-1
7124111 % Bedrock mortars (Feature 3) 05 - LVN-1
7124111 ; Bedrock mortars (Feature 4) 05 - LVvN-1
712411} g Petroglyphs, cupule style (Feature$Qs - LVN-1
7(24| 11 ; View of east shore 05 - LVN-1
8 | 1) 94 Boulder with petroglyphs (F6) 05 - LVN-1
8 |11 94 7 Cupule petroglyphs (Feature 6) 05 - LVN-1
8 11 | 9a%° Close-up view of cupules 05 . LVN-1
811|148 Distant view from northeasst 05 - LVN-1 &nd

; 05 -

v 05 -

e 05 -
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8.

PG&E-LVN-1 Boulder with petroglyphs (Feature

).



9. PG&E-LVN-1 Cupule petroglyphs.

10, PG&E-LVN-1 Close-up view of cupules.
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1. PGXE-LVN-3 General View.

2. PG&E-LVN-3 Distant view from west.











































































































































































