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Douglas Wilson Company
Attn: Robert Richley

450 B Street, Suite 1900
San Diego, CA 92101

Dear Mr. Richley:

REQUEST FOR WATER RIGHT INFORMATION REGARDING SEASONAL STORAGE AT LAKE
VAN NORDEN DAM, NEVADA COUNTY

The State Water Resources Control Board (State Water Board), Division of Water Rights (Division)
received a copy of the Department of Water Resources’ (Department) letter dated September 29, 2011,
regarding their inspection of the dam at the water storage facility known as Lake Van Norden, situated
on Nevada County Assessor’s Parcel Numbers 47-440-20" and 47-440-21 and Placer County
Assessor’s Parcel Numbers 069-020-070 and 069-020-071. County parcel data indicate that these
properties are owned by Royal Gorge LLC; however, Division staff understands that Royal Gorge LLC,
is now under receivership administered by the Douglas Wilson Company.

According to the Department’s letter, it has determined that, despite the partial deconstruction of
the dam situated on Nevada County Assessor's Parcel Number 47-440-20 in May 1974, the
remnant 10-foot high dam, measured from the downstream toe to the spillway crest, creates a
water storage facility which has the capacity to impound up to 300 acre-feet of water. Therefore,
the facility’s dam is subject to the jurisdiction of the Department’s Division of Safety of Dams. The
Department’s letter specifically required that the property owners timely decide upon a course of
action to address the unauthorized status of the dam.

The diversion and use of water without a valid basis of right constitutes a trespass against the
State of California, and the owners of unauthorized facilities are subject to appropriate enforcement
actions, including the imposition of an Administrative Civil Liability Complaint in the amount of up to
$500 for each day of unauthorized diversion, and/or the imposition of a Cease and Desist Order
with penalties of up to $1,000 per day for the violation of such an order. My review of the Division's
records did not locate any filing for the appropriation of water to seasonal storage at Lake Van
Norden. My review also failed to locate a Statement of Water Diversion and Use (Statement), as
required by recent revisions to California law.

! The partially deconstructed dam is situated on Nevada County APN 47-440-20, land currently held in the name of Royal
Gorge Lands.
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Attn: Robert Richley MAY 3 1 2012

In light of the forgoing, within 30 days from the date of this letter, please respond to this request for
information. Choose among the following actions:

1. If you believe you have been contacted in error, recently sold the above listed property, or
do not have a reservoir on the identified properties, please immediately contact Division
- staff at the number below to rectify Division records accordingly, or

2. Submit a copy of the authorizing water right documentation for the diversion to storage in
the facility situated on Nevada County Assessor’s Parcel Number 47-440-20, or

3. File a Statement to report diversions pursuant to a pre-1914 claim, or

Submit evidence that demonstrate that the water stored in your facility is from sources not
subject to the Division’s permitting authority, or

5. Submit a letter of commitment that indicates your intention to file an application to
appropriate up to 300 acre-feet of water to seasonal storage.

The Division’s website at http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/waterrights/board info/ can provide you
useful information regarding the purpose of the Statement program and the State Water Board’s
water right permitting authorities. Note that a riparian claim of right does not apply because
seasonal storage activities must be covered by an appropriative water right.

If you cannot respond according to one of the possible actions listed above, the Division may
require you to submit a general plan and schedule to render the facility’s dam incapable of storing
water. Please note that this option will require that you coordinate with various other agencies
having oversight for the deconstruction of the dam, including but not limited to: the Department of
Water Resources’ Division of Safety of Dams; the Department of Fish and Game; the Central
Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board; and possibly other local agencies.

Please address your response to my attention within 30 days from the date of this letter. Your
failure to respond may result in appropriate enforcement action without further notice. Written
correspondence should be addressed as follows:

State Water Resources Control Board
Division of Water Rights

Attn: Michael Contreras

P.O. Box 2000

Sacramento, CA 95814

If you have any questions regarding this request for information, | can be reached by telephone at
(916) 341-5307, or via email at mcontreras@waterboards.ca.gov.

ael Contreras
Environmental Scientist
Enforcement Unit #3

cc: See next pége.
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Attn: Robert Richley :

CC:

Royal Gorge Lands

c/o Douglas P. Wilson
450 B Street, Suite 1900
San Diego, CA 92101

Truckee Donner Land Trust

Attn: Perry Norris, Executive Director
P.O. Box 8816

Truckee, CA 96162

Department of Water Resources
Division of Safety of Dams

Attn: David A. Gutierrez, Chief
1416 9™ Street

Sacramento, CA 95812

Nevada County Department of Public Works
Attn: Doug Farrell, Director

950 Maidu Avenue, 1% Floor

Nevada City, CA 95959

Nevada County Office of Emergency Services

Attn: Victor Ferrera, Manager
10014 North Bloomfield Road
Nevada City, CA 95959

Placer County Department of Public Works
Attn: Peter Kraatz, Deputy Director

3091 County Center Drive, Suite 220
Auburn, CA 95602
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